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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 1776 
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TAGS: AS, PT 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN LEFTIST DELEGATION IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR 

REF: CANBERRA 1694 

1. DAILY AUSTRALINA MAR 21 CARRIES STORY QUOTING STATEMENT 
MADE BY AUSTRALIAN LEFTIST DELEGATION WHICH RETURNED MAR 21 
FROM TIMOR DILL (COMPOSITION OF DELEGATION IN PARA 3 OF 
REFTEL). DELEGATION SAID GOA IS ILL-INFORMED ABOUT SITUATION 
IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR AND CALLED FOR RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF AUS- 
TRALIAN CONSULATE IN TIMOR DILL DELEGATION ALLEGED IT HAD 
VISITED FOUR PROVINCIAL CAPITALS AND 10 VILLAGES IN THE TER- 
RITORY AND CONCLUDED FROM MEETINGS WITH THE PEOPLE THAT QTE 
THE OVERWHELMING DESIRE OF THE TIMORESE PEOPLE IS FOR INDE- 
PENDENCE. END QTE LEADERRR OF DELEGATION, JAMES ROULSTON, 
VICTORIAN PRESIDENT OF AMALGAMATED METAL WORKERS UNION, SAID 
HE MADE SPEECH AT EACH STOP WHICH REASSURED PEOPLE OF TIMOR 
THAT INDEPENDENCE IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CANBER 01776 211747Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


2. DELEGATION STATED THAT IT HAD MET WITH INDONESIAN CONSUL 
IN DILI AND DISCUSSED INTIMIDATING RADIO BROADCASTS BEAMED 
INTO EAST TIMOR BY RADIO KUPANG. INDONESIAN CONSUL 
QUOTED AS DENYING THAT INDONESIA HAD ANY INTENTION OF 
INVADING EAST TIMOR. DELEGATION ALLEGEDLY MET 1000 

TRADE UNIONISTS IN DILI MAR 19 TO DISUCSS PROGRAM FOR 
FURTHER UNIONISTS IN DILI MAR 19 TO DISCUSS PROGRAM FOR 
FURTHER COOPERATION WITH AUSTRALIAN TRADE UNION ORGANIZA- 
TIONS. 

3. IN SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT EMBASSY INFORMED THAT COMMUNIST- 
CONTROLLED AUSTRALIAN UNION OF STUDENTS, AT MEETING IN MEL- 
BOURNE IN EARLY FEBRUARY. ADOPTED PROGRAM OF DEMANDING IM- 
MEDIATE INDEPENDENCE FOR EAST TIMOR AND OFFERING TO FRETILIN 
ASSISTANCE FOR EAST IMORESE STUDENTS TO STUDY IN AUSTRALIA. 
AUS (WHICH IS WELL-FINANCED FROM COMPLUSORY ACTIVITIES FEES 
PAID ANNUALLY BY ALL AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS) ALSO 
DECIDED TO PROCURE 10,000 FRETILIN BADGES AND SEND THEM TO 
ORGANIZATION IN DILI. 

4. COMMENT: AUSTRALIAN LEFT IS NUMERICALLY SMALL AND HAS 
LIMITED INFLUENCE IN AUSTRALIA. HOWEVER, IT IS FULLY CAPABLE 
OF MAKING ITS VIEWS KNOWN ON ANY GIVEN ISSUE AND OF FOCUSSING 
CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION ON THEM. THIS PROCESS HAS CLEARLY 
BEGUN WITH REGARD TO PORTUGUESE TIMOR. 
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